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Trade opportunities for SA green
SMMEs in the EU Green Deal
This webinar will highlight how SA green SMMEs can prepare to utilize trade opportunities
presented by the European Green Deal. It also looks at how export promotion agencies have
adapted their approaches to support companies during the pandemic, and highlights global
opportunities for local green SMMEs.

Register here (CLICK)

Programme
Introductions
Lisa Johansson (GreenCape)
Welcome
Trudi Makhaya (Special Economic Adviser to President Cyril Ramaphosa)
The EU’s partnership with South Africa
Ariane Labat (EU Commission in SA)
Preparing green SMMEs to utilize trade opportunities presented by the European Green
Deal
Trudi Hartzenberg (Tralac)
Pivoting export promotion support during a global pandemic
Erica Joubert (Wesgro)
Global cleantech eco-system opportunities
Ben Jorgensen (ICN)
Closing remarks
Mike Mulcahy (GreenCape)

Context
Following on from a previous EU funded project that supported green SMME resilience during
the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, GreenCape partnered with Wesgro, TIPS, Tralac,
Trade Advisory and the International Cleantech Network to pivot support to local green SMMEs,
so that they could continue to build international relationships to secure trade opportunities,
despite the travel restrictions, supply chain disruptions and a hard lockdown.
Insights from initial resilience research engagement with a database of more than 300 green
SMMEs led to the development of a set of designed interventions, including a deep dive into the
opportunities presented by the European Green Deal for local green SMMEs who have been
able to pivot their business models to “trade without travel.”

Background
To meet the goals of the Paris Agreement and of the South African NDCs, the private sector in
South Africa needs to invest, innovate, trade and create jobs within and for a Green Economy. In
a post-COVID world, an entirely new system of trade opportunities will need to be realised for
the private sector to make such a contribution. The COVID-19 lockdowns curtailed international
travel, disrupted supply chains and shipping. It disrupted the traditional approaches to business
matchmaking. As economies look to recover and to build back economies that are more socially
just than pre-pandemic, there is an opportunity to look at the trade dynamics that underpin South
African trade. Green economy companies have had to find innovative ways to identify, validate
and execute deals for domestic and foreign markets. There is also a need for understanding
emerging trade opportunities as demand for sustainable goods and services have emerged in
especially the EU, stemming from the Green New Deal.
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