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The importance of something being “Fit for Purpose” is one of the key concepts of success in

our modern world today. It describes the way in which a product or service is able to meet the

specific demands for which it was selected.

Despite the harsh criticism often levelled against it, plastics have time and time again proven to

be the ideal material for the 21st century. For this reason, Plastics|SA has developed a brand

new marketing and advertising campaign entitled “Fit for Purpose”.

“During the past decade much research has gone into producing new-generation plastic

products that offer performance that is far superior to any other material. For this reason, it was

important for us to focus on the many positive attributes of plastics and why it is the material of

choice for so many modern day applications in building and construction, education,

entertainment and lifestyle, sports, healthcare, packaging etc

“We are very proud of this new campaign and our ongoing appeal will be to use plastics

responsibly and to ensure that all plastic products are recycled once they have reached their

end-of-life.
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ICC number 25

For twenty five years, on every third Saturday in September, South Africans have joined

hundreds of thousands of other volunteers globally with the common goal of collecting and

documenting the material littering their coastline. 

Clean-up and Recycle SA Week is an annual initiative by the local plastics industry, supported

and endorsed by the various packaging and retail streams and retailers. Each year, more and

more volunteers participate in these clean-up activities that take place along roadsides,

rivers, schools, residential and illegal dumping areas. Never before has there been such a

widespread focus on the presence of waste material in the environment. 

Three quarters of the time spent on the annual International Coastal Clean-up is dedicated to

pre-event logistics such as ensuring that support material reaches the hundreds of

coordinators nationwide. The reports that are generated after the Clean-up & Recycle Week

are invaluable in the fight against pollution. Armed with knowledge about the most prevalent

components of marine debris, recycling and waste reduction programmes can be specifically

tailored to address the problem, consumers are inspired to recycle, learners are educated on

the value of preserving our environment, corporations are now re-designing and improving

technology in line with the principles of a circular economy and officials can make informed

policy decisions. 



 

KZN & East London
We are delighted at the recent resurgence in

training. From Skills programmes to online and

on-site training, WE LOVE IT.

COVID protocols remain in place and new

learners undergo our COVID induction. 

Plastic Manufacturing, Polymer Composite

Fabrication,Manufacturing, Assembly and

Operations Supervision, (or commonly known as

our Supervisory Management learnership) 

 learnerships remain popular, and we are seeing

increasing interest in our Production Technology

Learnership. 

We believe this is due to the tangible, relevant

skills that our candidates acquire on our

programme. These skills are practiced in a safe

environment and this instills confidence in

learners who are then able to put these into

place in the workplace. Some companies opt to

let their candidates work their way through

individual skills programmes – or as we call them

– phases – while others enroll candidates on a

learnership. Ultimately, both routes can lead to

a qualification. Chat to us about different

options.

We urge Welding companies to ensure that

your welders’ certification is current. Do

they need a refresher? A renewal? Or

perhaps a new course? Contact us if you

need clarification.

We were recently privileged to travel to

Richards Bay Coal Terminals to train their

welders.
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Injection Moulding Machines are sizeable

capital assets. Protect your assets by

ensuring your team are adequately trained to

operate your machines. Below are Technical

Trainer Paul Nkunzi with some recent

delegates on our Basic Injection Moulding

Course.

Protect your assets Welders' certificates



 

KZN & East London

Bafana Dlamini recently joined our NQF 2 Plastic

Manufacturing learnership. He has been employed for

9 years as an Extruder Operator at DBC Plastics – a

local flexibles manufacturer. Bafana says: “I am so

grateful to be doing this learnership. I feel recognized

by my company. So far I’ve learned how to manage my

time, how important our customers’ needs are in terms

of quality, how to identify and handle waste, improve

production output and to work safely.

The Plastics|SA team is awesome - the trainers are

motivating and very thorough! I definitely recommend

this path!” 

S’thembiso Buthelezi, Sphelele Shezi and Bafana

Dlamini from Rhotech and Continental

Compounders present their acronyms for

successful supervisors. (Bafana loves to read

and has borrowed many leadership books from

us.)
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Celebrating Success
Standing with Regional Manager, Suzanne

Stevens, Phumlani Mnganga and

Funokwakhe Sibiya from Verigreen

celebrate the successful completion of

their “exam presentation”at the end of

their Phase 1 Effective Planning training.

Learner Profile:  Bafana Dlamini



 

KZN & East London
Thank you to all our customers who took place in our recent media “talk to us”

survey. The information from this survey is really valuable in knowing how best and

where we should communicate with you.

We are pleased to announce our KZN and East London Lucky Draw winners

KZN : Seth van Rensburg from Burcap

East London : Lindie Krug from Froetek

Each person/company wins a training voucher for any of our 3 day programmes to

the value of R5158. 

Well done to you!
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Retrenchment Assistance
Programme

We are offering selected Skills Programmes

and Learnerships for people who have been

retrenched from Merseta Levy Paying

companies. Please contact us for more

information.

Thank you to you our customers to whom we owe our existence as a business. We

are so grateful for you all. Please keep the spark and enthusiasm for developing

your team alive. If there is something you need customized, or something new you

need us to develop, speak to us. We are here to help you - contact us at:

Forthcoming Programmes



 

Gauteng

2021 Learnership Update

More than 100 learners already enrolled for our 2021 learnership. 

The following companies are conducting in-house learnership in 2021: 

· CBI Electric African Cables (two groups of 18 learners): National Certificate

Power and Telecommunication Cable Manufacturing NQF 2 

· Multotec (one group of 20 learners; one group of six learners): National

Certificate Production Technology NQF 3 

· Vesco Plastics (a group of eight learners): National Certificate Plastics

Manufacturing NQF 2.

The following companies are participating in our 2021 Scheduled learnership: 

Afripipe, Arengo Plastics, Baires Plastics, Bowler Plastics, CBI Electric African

Cables, Chespak, Dutton Plastics, Flexible Packages Convertors, Ipackchem,

Hellermann Tyton, Lovell Industrial Holdings, Marley Pipe Systems and Pioneer

Plastics.
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Waterzone welders doing butt-welding refresher training with PlasticsSA

Trainer, Edwin Manzini



 

Gauteng
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Training News
Four learners recently attended

Basic Injection Moulding training. 

 Mark Malan of Plastics|SA with

learners from Pandrol and B&I

Polycontainers

Amos Ntuli, Regional Manager,

recently conducted in-house training

at Zibo Containers  with eight

learners: Supervisory Management

Phase 1: Effective Planning.

 

Tel: 011 314 4021     Renee.Mclean@plasticssa.co.za      Fhatu@plasticssa.co.za



 

Western Cape

Learners who attended the Financial Principles Skills Programme, part of the

National Certificate in Plastics Manufacturing NQF Level 2 Learnership/

Qualification, were from Alplas Plastics, Plaslantic and Standard Profil. The

facilitator was Unus Abrahams.
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Nejeni Construction delegates attended Thermoplastic Welding training, focusing

on 2 processes viz. Butt Welding and Electro-Fusion Welding, 

which was facilitated by Plastics|SA’s Technical Trainer, Grant Crosby-Emery.

 



Week one: (31 May) 04 June 2021

Thermoplastic Welding                          31 May – 04 Jun

Generic Management Phase 1                        01-03 Jun

Week Two: 07 - 11 June 2021

Develop your Portfolio of Evidence                   7-8 Jun 

Apply Study and Learning Techniques                  9 Jun

Operations Supervision Phase 5                       9-11 Jun

(PT 2) Production Workplace Calculations       7-10 Jun

Injection Moulding Machine Construction         7-11 Jun

Week Four : 21 - 25 June 2021

Injection Moulding Machine Operations       21- 25 Jun

Basic Raw Materials                                     21- 23 Jun

Generic Management Phase 1                     21 – 23 Jun

Week Five : 28 - 30 June 2021

Analyse and Present Information                 28-29 Jun

 

Training News

Plastics|SA Western Cape’s lovely Training

Administrator, Kim Arendse, celebrated

her 30th Birthday on 13 April.

We wish you many more Wonderful years

and Blessings, Kim! 

 

Western Cape
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Forthcoming Programmes

Happy Birthday Kim



According to Ian Venter, SAPPMA’s Technical Manager, it is clear that these virtual quality workshops

address a major need for updated technical and practical information. Moreover, delegates are

eager to offer topic suggestions for future webinars, as they know where the skills gaps exist and

where the difficulties lie.

SAPPMA members and non-members alike are given the opportunity to be trained on aspects that are

important to ensure long lasting effective pipe systems, thereby minimizing costly failures.

If you would like to re-watch or share the latest webinar, you can access the live-recording via the

Infrastructure News Channel:  

https://www.gotostage.com/channel/8f714a3070274de8ad5e7ef9c809fed9

To register for the webinars, please contact admin@sappma.co.za
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Smarties have fun while they clean up  

Plastics SA is proud to be associated with the Helderberg Ocean Awareness Movement.  Together
with Bryony from Soap4Safety, Together against Covid19 , Kirsty from The Darcey Sunshine
Foundation , Supersandman and many other role players, these learners won't forget the event - a
fun-filled lesson on the need to protect our environment, a visit from the Sand Man, a very
successful clean-up and lots of song and laughter! These busy little bodies took 45 minutes to fill a
whopping 70 bags of litter.   Watch the video on Helderberg Ocean Awareness Youtube Channel. 

 

The Southern African Plastic

Pipe Manufactures Association

(SAPPMA) continues to address

key issues that relate to

thermoplastic pipe systems and

installations with the hosting of

their regular Quality

Workshops.

"Empowering through education is the
solution to most of our planets challenges &
it’s only possible through collaboration and
team work."  Bryony May, SoapForSafety

 

Quality Webinars a hit

https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/ltaXCDRxExHwB4ZsWtXGZ?domain=gotostage.com
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2nd Packa-Ching Unit in East London

Packa-Ching recently sponsored a second Packa-Ching unit in East London. East London's

DNF Waste and Environmental Services, will now be able to add another 500 to the 3000

waste collectors they already create work for. 

 

Nationally, Packa-Ching allows for collectors to earn more than R2m from the collection of

2.5 million kg of recyclable waste. Packa-Ching plans to extend their operation over the

next 4 years by another 25 units. DNF will launch its programme of setting up static buyback

collection containers in areas that have never before had regular refuse collection or

recycling. Each container will have a solar powered scale and people delivering recyclable

waste will be paid immediately via an SMS voucher to be used at most supermarket brands.

For more information contact DNF Waste & Environmental Services.

Nestlé has become the first food and manufacturing company to join the

Polyolefin Responsibility Organisation (Polyco). This announcement coincides

with Nestlé’s recent launch of its RE sustainability initiative in South Africa, which

is aimed at reinforcing all its sustainability initiatives, strategies and resources to

help mitigate sustainability challenges and strengthen its contribution to a

waste-free future. The initiative focuses on three key pillars to tackle the

sustainability issues: RETHINK, REDUCE and REPURPOSE.

Saint-Francis Tohlang, Corporate Communications and Public Affairs Director at

Nestlé East and Southern Africa Region (ESAR), notes that sustainability

challenges cannot be addressed through a singular approach.

Nestlé have shown their commitment to extended producer responsibility and

POLYCO are delighted to have them join Polyco as their very first brand owner

member.  For more information visit www.polyco.co.za

Nestlé joins POLYCO



Loretta Waterboer, the winner of the PETCO

Awards Top Woman in Recycling, 2021 is a

wonderful and passionate role model for

female leadership in our industry, running her

own business, LW Recycling and Trade, and

partnering with the Mosselbank River

Conservation Trust (MRCT) for a bigger impact

in her community.  When MRCT environmental

officer Danielle Cronje started working with

Loretta to help her establish her business and

form relationships with other community-based

organisations, she saw the mutually beneficial

opportunity for partnership. MRCT volunteers

pick up a lot of PET plastic bottles during their

monthly clean-ups (see below). It just made

sense to pass these valuable recyclables on to

Loretta to increase her volumes and create

another plastic income stream. In return,

Loretta assists with the community clean-ups

as well as recycling workshops and education

sessions.

Loretta is PETCO’s pick for the 2021 Top

Woman in Collection and Recycling Award

because she inspires us with her unrelenting

passion for teaching her community about the

value of PET and recycling. 

Since its formation in 2017, the Mosselbank

River Conservation Trust has been doing

amazing work rehabilitating the eastern

tributary that runs through the Cape Town

suburb of Greenville.

All the members are volunteers from a

community where social issues such as

poverty, drugs and violence are prevalent. The

team have different languages, cultures and

beliefs, but one common goal: the wellbeing

of their community and surrounding open

spaces and river. 

In an effort to curb illegal dumping, the

MRCT, UWC, Sprouting Minds and local

residents will be joining hands to transform an

area that is known to be a illegal dumping

ground into a community food garden. The

community food garden is made out of tyres

that were found in dumping areas and within

the river corridor. 

From turning illegal dumping sites into

community food gardens, and daily river

monitoring, to environmental education

programmes and more, this group is making a

truly positive impact in their surrounding

communities encouraging a cleaner and safer

space.  

 

PETCO's top woman in Recycling
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https://web.facebook.com/LW-Recycling-and-Trade-102251504590037/
https://web.facebook.com/Mosselbank-River-Conservation-Team-398181364241437/


The South African Vinyls

Association (SAVA) hosted its 12th

Annual General Meeting (AGM) on

22 April 2021. Despite the fact that

this was the second consecutive

year that the industry meeting was

a virtual event due to COVID-19

restrictions, approximately 70

delegates registered to attend the

session. Attendees included current

and potential SAVA members,

affiliated industry associations such

as the Southern African Plastic

Pipe Manufacturers Association

(SAPPMA), the Association of

Electrical Cable Manufacturers of

SA (AECMSA), international bodies

such as the Vinyl Institute (USA) the

Vinyl Environmental Council of

Japan and other interested parties.

 

SAVA ANNOUNCES NEW BOARD
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Concluding the 2021 AGM, newly elected SAVA Chairman Debbie Munford said:

“We are very excited about what the future holds for SAVA. We start our work on

a strong and solid footing thanks to the excellent work done by the previous

Board. The Section 18 EPR legislation presents us with exciting challenges, but

also an opportunity to increase our membership base and influence team

members to become active and grow with SAVA. 

 

It is clear that both the global and domestic PVC markets are facing challenging

times ahead, but we are fortunate to have access to a wealth of industry

expertise to help navigate us through the multitude of economic, social, political

and environmental factors through our local network of members and partnership

with the Global Vinyls Council and Vinyls Plus. More than ever before, it is vital to

belong to an industry association such as SAVA that fosters understanding and

co-operation between suppliers, manufacturers and end users to ensure the

sustainable future of our industry.”  

For more details, visit www.savinyls.co.za



 

POLYSTYRENE ASSOCIATION
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

The Polystyrene Association of South

Africa is excited to announce that 

Goldpack, Pakeks and Plaslantic recently

signed up as new members,

demonstrating their commitment to

Extended Producer Responsibility. 

Goldpack is a packaging solutions

provider specialising in packhouse

equipment and end-of-line automation.

With customers operating in various

industries, Clyde Challenor of Goldpack

says corporate social responsibility and a

commitment to sustainability are

paramount to their business ethos. 

 

Turkey-based Pakeks Labelling Solutions

incorporates the latest in technology and

design to continuously offer their clients

the best quality and healthier products.

However, this does not mean they are

willing to sacrifice on sustainable

solutions and processes, as they strive

towards ensuring a healthy environment

and industry, underpinned by a

respectful approach to production and

an expansion of their footprint in South

Africa. 

Plaslantic in Cape Town is a specialist

supplier of polystyrene sheeting for the

yoghurt industry, but also produces ABS,

Polypropylene and Styrolux sheeting.

Jannie van Tonder of Plaslantic says they

would like to make a positive contribution

to the Government and industry’s efforts

to reducing waste ending up in our

environment, building the industry as well

as a better, cleaner country for

generations to come.

As Adri Spangenberg, CEO of the

Polystyrene Association of SA explained,

“Government has set high targets that we

have to meet over the next five years with

regards to the collection and recycling of

polystyrene. We therefore welcome our

new members who have signed up

willingly and encourage all the other

role-players across the entire value chain

to follow their example as soon as

possible".

May 2021

Adri Spangenberg, CEO, 

Polystyrene Association of SA



 

LIVE Q & A with Anben Pillay 
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