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DOW JOINS HANDS WITH PLASTICS SA TO ENSURE CLEAN HANDS 
IN CAPE TOWN’S MOST VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES 

 

Cape Town, 23 April  2020. Social distancing and good hygiene are two practices 

that are at the centre of the fight against COVID-19. Thousands of people living 

in Cape Town’s poorer communities and townships, however, do not have 

access to clean, running water in their homes in order to regularly wash their 

hands.   

 

In an effort to reduce the risk of cross infection in the Mother City’s most 

vulnerable communities, Dow Southern Africa partnered with Plastics|SA and 

the Justice Coalition last week to distribute 20 liter PacXpert plastics pouches -  

lightweight, refillable bags, containing soapy water - to COVID-19 action 

community groups operating in Khayelitsha, Mitchells Plain, Woodstock and 

Wynberg. The City of Cape Town’s Solid Waste Department also received 80 of 

these bags for use on their trucks by waste collectors. 

 

“The COVID-19 pandemic presents us with new challenges every day. Recognising the health dangers that are 

posed when many hands touch and use the same tap to access running water, we wanted to offer a practical 

solution that would help flatten the curve and prevent people from leaving the safe confines of their homes 

during the period of national lockdown,” says Cicelia van Rooi, Managing Director of Dow Southern Africa. 

 

The PacXpert pouch is an award-winning, flexible and sustainable alternative to using conventional containers. 

It lightweight, durable, refillable and easy to use thanks to its distinctive cube shape that makes it very stable. 

The pouch stands equally well upright, on its side or cab be hanged.  It can also be re-used many times over and 

is fully recyclable.  

 

According to John Kieser, Plastics|SA’s Sustainability Manager, they have been distributing these bags under 
the banner of Dow’s Project Butterfly - a social initiative that was launched in 2017 with the primary focus of 
creating jobs and reducing plastic pollution in South Africa through education, clean-ups and innovation-
focused initiatives. 
 

“We were able to distribute these bags quickly and effectively to various smaller community groups operating 

around the city and have dedicated teams in place to replenish the bags with soap and water twice a day,” 

Kieser said. 

 

“Dow supplies the world with materials needed for many life-critical applications, such as disinfectants, 

sanitizers, cleansers, personal protection equipment for healthcare professionals, memory foams for hospital 

beds, and more. I am very proud that we are able to make a small, but very important contribution to fighting 

the pandemic by putting our assets to work to help protect human health, protect our environment, and help 

reduce the impact of the pandemic on the world we all share,” Van Rooi concludes. 

 

For more information visit www.dow.com or www.plasticsinfo.co.za 

ENDS 

http://www.dow.com/


  

Notes to the editor: 
 

• Plastics|SA is the umbrella body representing all sectors of the South African plastics industry - including polymer 
producers and importers, converters, machine suppliers, fabricators and recyclers. Together with its associations, 
Plastics|SA plays an active role in the growth and development of the South African industry and strives to address 
plastics related issues, influence role-players and make plastics the material of choice. (www.plasticsinfo.co.za) 

• The Justice Coalition is a democratic, mass-based social movement that campaigns for the advancement of the 
constitutional rights to life, dignity, equality, freedom and safety for all people, but especially those living in 
informal settlements across South Africa. (www.sjc.org.za) 

• Dow (NYSE: DOW) combines global breadth, asset integration and scale, focused innovation and leading business 
positions to achieve profitable growth. The Company’s ambition is to become the most innovative, customer 
centric, inclusive and sustainable materials science company. Dow’s portfolio of plastics, industrial intermediates, 
coatings and silicones businesses delivers a broad range of differentiated science-based products and solutions 
for its customers in high-growth market segments, such as packaging, infrastructure and consumer care. Dow 
operates 109 manufacturing sites in 31 countries and employs approximately 36,500 people. Dow delivered sales 
of approximately $43 billion in 2019. References to Dow or the Company mean Dow Inc. and its subsidiaries. For 
more information, please visit www.dow.com or follow @DowNewsroom on Twitter. 

• Dow is helping to create jobs and reduce plastic pollution in South Africa through their social initiative, Project 
Butterfly. Introduced in 2017 in the township of Tembisa, Johannesburg, Project Butterfly works with non-profit 
organizations and local communities to tackle poor waste management through education, clean-ups and 
innovation-focused initiatives. Currently active in Johannesburg and Durban, Project Butterfly is part of Dow’s 
global commitment to address plastic pollution and create a more sustainable planet. (www.dow.com) 
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