
 
 

Press release for immediate release  

NEW BACHELOR OF ENGINEERING DEGREE LAUNCHED  
  New 3-year qualification developed specifically to prepare plastics technicians and engineers for SA market 
 
Johannesburg, November 11, 2019. After a few years of developmental workshops, Plastics SA, the Tshwane University 
of Technology (TUT) and various other stakeholders were proud to announce the recent launch of the new Bachelor of 
Engineering Degree in Polymers, at a fun-filled event hosted at Plastics SA’s Head Office in Midrand. More than 50 
people from various companies in the plastics industry, representatives of the Packaging Institute of SA (PISA) and 
students were in attendance. 
 
Explaining the rationale for developing the new qualification, Plastics SA’s Training Executive, Kirtida Bhana, said: “Over 
the past few years the plastics industry has struggled with a decline in qualified technologists.  The  technical skills gaps 
in industry have grown rapidly, as has global competition. This new qualification seeks to address the shortage of 
qualified plastics technicians and engineers facing South Africa and was developed as a result of the findings released 
by a Plastics Chamber team who was commissioned to research the education and training provisions in the Higher 
Education sector - with specific focus on preparing technicians and engineers to meet the current and future demands 
of the plastics industry. The study aimed to identify gaps in provision and to make recommendations to the merSETA 
on future interventions to support the plastics sector. Based on our experience in the industry and the feedback we 
have received from our stakeholders in the Training Division, Plastics SA was actively involved in developing a curriculum 
that would meet these needs in the industry”. 
 
This is the first time that a consolidated picture of training provisions in the Higher Education band has been collected 
specifically with the local plastics industry in mind. Researchers engaged with universities and universities of technology 
to prepare a detailed, quantitative study of the current courses that were being offered at under-graduate and post-
graduate level, or as short courses, in order to fully understand the education and training provisions that are currently 
in place for technologists and engineers. 
 
“Within the context of a global focus on Industry 4.0 and the Circular Economy, it was clear that we needed to develop 
a new qualification that would be radically different from anything that has been offered until now. We wanted to be 
sure that we would produce well-rounded plastics technologists who are ready to take on the workplace and lead the 
industry forward over the next decade,” highlighted Prof Caroline Khoathane, Assistant Dean: Teaching and Learning at 
the Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment at TUT. 
 
Prof Khoathane stressed that the 3-year curriculum of the new degree fulfils all of the requirements of an Engineering 
qualification at TUT, with subjects such as Mechanics, Engineering Mathematics, Thermoflow, Plastic Part and Tool 
Design and Probability and Statistics, to mention but a few.  The first enrolment of students will be taken from January 
2020.  
 
“Learning is a lifelong process of keeping abreast of change. For this reason, we are very proud and excited about this 
much needed degree that will be equipping our future industry leaders with relevant, targeted information. The training 
and teaching we give students today, will be their passport to the future. We encourage companies to partner with us 
on this mission of creating a pool of highly-skilled experts by sponsoring students or making bursaries available for them. 
The future growth and well-being of the plastics and related industries just might depend on it!”, Kirtida concludes. 

 

For more information, visit https://www.tut.ac.za/faculties/engineering/departments/chem-meta-materials 
 
ENDS 
 



PHOTOGRAPHS AND CAPTIONS: 
 
Guests were invited to wear their best hats in celebration of the launch of the new Bachelor of Engineering Degree in 
Polymers and the 40th birthday of Plastics SA.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

Above: Prof Caroline Khoathane (left) of TUT and 
Kirtida Bhana (right) of Plastics SA fielded questions 

on this new qualification and explained why 
collaboration between industry and TUT is key to its 

success 

Above: Anton Hanekom, 
Executive Director of 

Plastics SA addresses the 
guests 

Above: The Plastics SA Training Division 
team (fltr) Suzanne Stevens (KZN regional 
training manager), Kirtida Bhana (Training 
Executive), Isaya Ntuli (Gauteng regional 
training manager) and Isabelle Brettenny 

(Western Cape regional training manager) 

Above: One of the major highlights of the day was the Virtual Reality (VR) stand sponsored by merSETA.  
This 6m long stand took 6 hours to erect and gave guests the opportunity to experience simulated spray painting, 

welding and even play interactive games. 
 

Above: The training facility at Plastics SA’s head office in Midrand was transformed for the launch that was well attended by industry 
members, students, the media and other interested parties. 


